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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to applicant's communication filed January 17, 
2006 in response to PTO Office Action dated October 17, 2005. The applicant's 
remarks and amendment to the specification and/or claims were considered with the 
results that follow. 

Claims 31-42 have been presented for examination in this application. 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments, filed January 17, 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 31 , 35, 36, and 40 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Rosen et al. (US# 6,272,595). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 31 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rosen et al. (US# 6,272,595). 
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Regarding claim 31 , Rosen et al. teaches a multiple store buffer forwarding 
apparatus, comprising: a processor [222] having a write combining buffer [122], and a 
non-volatile memory coupled to the processor, said non-volatile memory storing 
instructions which when executed by the processor cause the processor to [although 
not explicitly recited, processors inherently require non-volatile memories to store all 
operations to be performed by the processor]: execute a plurality of store instructions 
referencing a first memory region [col. 4, lines 55-64; region= cache line]; execute a 
load instruction referencing a second memory region [col. 4, liens 40-43; col. 5, lines 17- 
23]; determine that the second memory region matches a cacheline address [col. 5, 
lines 17-23];determine that the first memory region completely covers the second 
memory region [write and read addresses match, and therefore 'cover' each other]; 
transmit a store forward is OK signal [164]. 

Regarding claim 36, Rosen et al. teaches a multiple store buffer forwarding 
apparatus, comprising: a memory [12]; a processor [222] coupled to said memory and 
having write combining buffer [122;], said processor to execute a plurality of store 
instructions referencing a first memory region [cacheline] of said memory col. 4, lines 
40-63]; execute a load instruction referencing a second memory region [cacheline] of 
said memory [col. 4, lines 40-63]; determine that the second memory region matches a 
cacheline address [write address=read address]; determine that the first memory region 
completely covers the second memory region [col. 5, lines 17-23]; and transmit a signal 
[164] indicating that store buffer forwarding is authorized. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 35 and 40-42 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rosen et al. (US# 6,272,595) and Kumar et al. (US# 6,922,745). 

Regarding claim 41, Rosen et al. teaches a processor [222]; a write combining 
buffer (WCB) [122] coupled to the processor, ...a comparison circuit coupled to the 
WCB [124], the comparison circuit to receive a load operation from the processor [col. 
4, lines 40-48; col. 5, lines 17-23], the comparison circuit to compare a memory region 
requested by the load operation to addresses of the store data in the WCB [col. 5, lines 
17-19], and the comparison circuit to generate a signal [164] indicating that store buffer 
forwarding is authorized for the load instruction if the memory region [cache line] 
requested by the load operation can be globally observed in a single atomic transaction 
[Fig. 4; col. 56, line 52 - col. 6, line 9] and if the store data in the WCB completely 
covers the memory region requested by the load operation [write and read addresses 
match, and therefore 'cover' each other]. 

The difference between the claimed subject matter and that of Rosen et al. is that 
the claim recites the WCB to combine data from a plurality of processor store operations 
into a single WCB entry. Kumar et al. teaches WCB to combine data from a plurality of 
processor store operations into a single WCB entry [col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 9]. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art having the 
teachings of Rosen et al. and Kumar et al. before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the write-combine system of Rosen et al. to include the mutli-store 
combining of Kumar et al., because then many operations could be combined into a 
single store operation, thereby reducing the number of memory accesses and improving 
bus bandwidth. 

Regarding claims 35 and 40, Rosen et al. fails to teach that the processor is 
implemented as a multiprocessor having associated with each said multi-processor a 
separate set of hardware resources. Rosen et al. teaches that the processor 200] is 
implemented as a multiprocessor [DAC [263] and SAAT [267]] having associated with 
each said multi-processor a separate set of hardware resources [[610, 254] & [266], 
respectively; the units 'process' operations; col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 37]. Therefor it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art having the teachings of 
Rosen et al. and Kumar et al. to modify the write-combine system of Rosen et al. to 
include the multi -processing system of Kumar et al., because then a system for 
detecting incorrect translation and page-walking in order to provide the correct 
translation, as taught by Kumar et al. [col. 5, lines 20-37]. 

Regarding claim 42, Rosen et al. teaches wherein each WCB entry is sized to 
match a system cache line size [cache set address [90]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 32-34 and 37-39 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian R. Peugh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4199. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00am to 
4:30pm. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Friday's from 7:00am to 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Sparks, can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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